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of the Panixer Pass* Engels subsequently described it as the most
outstanding crossing of the Alps in modern times. As one old
soldier aptly expressed it, "the Russian bayonet broke through the
Alps."

Suvorov was going on 70 then. Left in the lurch by his Austrian
allies, he stayed on in Switzerland until Paul broke off the alliance
with Austria.

The Change in Paul's Foreign Policy and the Conspiracy of
March 11, 1801. Suvorov's victories in Italy intensified the
antagonisms within the Anglo-Austro-Russian coalition. The Austrians
began secret peace negotiations with the French. Whenever the French
approached, the Austrians betrayed the Russians by leading their
own army off into the rear. After finally "ousting Suvorov*' (as he
expressed it himself) from Northern Italy which he had recaptured,
the Austrians seized the territory of the king of Sardinia, to whom
the Russian army had given military support, and made the Russian
navy leave Italian waters. After a series of such perfidious acts on
the part of his Austrian allies, Paul wrote the Austrian emperor a
letter announcing his withdrawal from the alliance: <CI shall in future
cease to concern myself with your interests and shall look after nay
own and those of my other allies." Paul ordered Suvorov to start on
his return march to Russia: "You were to have saved kings," he wrote,
"now you must save the Russia's warriors and the honour of your
sovereign." Suvorov overcame great difficulties in leading the Russian
troops out of Switzerland. The title of generalissimo of all the armed
forces of Russia was bestowed on him as a reward. Later Suvorov
again fell into the tsar's disfavour. He returned to Russia completely
broken in health.

As he neared St. Petersburg Suvorov learned that all preparations
that had been made for his triumphal reception had been cancelled.
He was to arrive in the capital at night to avoid a demonstration of
public welcome. The tsar prohibited Suvorov from appearing at court.
His illness grew worse, and on May 18j 1800, the great Russian general
died in solitary humiliation.

Suvorov was accompanied to his last resting place by his old com-
panions-in-arms and a vast cortege* After the funeral the famous poet
Derzhavin wrote a poem on the death of Suvorov in which he said,
"The lion's heart, the eagle's wings, are no longer with us. How are
we to fight?"

Meanwhile relations between Paul and England grew more strained.
When the English occupied Malta, the exasperated Paul announced
the confiscation of all British ships and cargoes in Russian ports.
Napoleon lost no time in turning the discord between the allies to
his own advantage. He declared his readiness to cede Malta to Paul
$Eter it was captured from the English and to release all liis Russian